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Delegates will:

• be given an overview of the specification

• look at some exemplars of real student 

responses

• be supported in moving over to Pearson Edexcel.

Agenda



Polls



Overview of the specification



GCSE English Language

Paper 1: 1 hr 45 (40%) Paper 2: 2 hr 5 (60%)

Section A: Unseen 19th-century fiction

• Extract will be approximately 650 

words in length.

• Shorter response questions will focus 

on close analysis of the text; longer 

response questions will ask students 

to show their understanding of the 

whole text.

Section A: Comparison of two unseen 

texts from 20th and 21st century

• One non-fiction; one literary non-fiction.

• Extracts will be approximately 1000 words 

in total.

• Shorter response questions will focus on 

close reading of the texts; longer response 

questions will ask students to compare the 

texts.

Section B: Creative Writing

• Choice of two tasks linked to the 

theme of the 19th century fiction.

• One task will include images to help 

students address the task.

• Audience and purpose along with 

SPaG will be assessed.

Section B: Transactional Writing

• Choice of two tasks linked to the theme of 

the texts.

• Newspaper articles, letters etc.

• Audience and purpose along with SPaG 

will be assessed.



Assessment for reading



Assessment Objectives for Reading

AO Assessment Objective % in GCSE

AO1 • Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information 

and ideas.

• Select and synthesise evidence from different texts.

9.4

AO2 Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use 

language and structure to achieve effects and influence 

readers, using relevant subject terminology to support 

their views.

13.1

AO3 Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as 

how these are conveyed, across two or more texts.

8.8

AO4 Evaluate texts critically and support this with

appropriate textual references.

18.8



AO1 – Identify & retrieve



Example of AO1 assessment

Paper 1 Q2



How can students approach these questions in the 
classroom?

• These questions are essentially retrieval questions – they ask 

for explicit pieces of information from explicit lines.

• Students can use either their own words or direct quotations 

therefore it might be a good idea to encourage students to learn 

both approaches.

• There is no need to write anything ‘extra’ therefore students 

need to practice reading the question carefully, locating the 

relevant lines, reading that section carefully and extracting the 

relevant pieces of information.



AO2 – Language & structure



AO2 Assessment style – Paper 1



AO2 assessment Paper 1 – extract

Script 1



AO2 Assessment style – Paper 2



AO2 assessment Paper 2 – extract

Script 2



Language and Structure

• In these questions, students need to ensure that they are selecting both language and 

structure features as well as answering the question.

• It is not enough to simply list the features that the writer uses, they will need to show how the 

writer uses these features.

• It is always worthwhile reading the indicative content from the SAMs and the specimen papers 

carefully as they are a good guide to see what is meant by language and what is meant by 

structure.

• As with AO1, students need to practice reading the question carefully, picking out the relevant 

language and structure features in timed conditions.



AO4 – Evaluate



AO4 – Evaluate

• The key to success in AO4 is that students need to:

o focus on ‘how well’, not ‘how’

o use evaluative language and offer an opinion or judgement

• A quick ‘ice breaker’ exercise which has worked well in the classroom is to ask students to evaluate some 

pictures, what they watched on TV, the latest computer game etc. in pairs.

• Once they have done this for a couple of minutes, they will realise that they have made a judgement, 

been positive or negative and reflected on their own needs and/or those of other audiences.

• This is exactly what they need to do when they evaluate texts – they need to look at the overall bigger 

ideas and think about how successfully the writer has achieved the intended purpose of the text.

• There is no need to use subject terminology as students are not rewarded for analysis of language and 

structure.



AO4 Evaluate assessment style



• In your pack, there is a Level 5, top mark 

exemplar for AO4, Paper 1.

• Read the exemplar and note down any 

instances of good examples of AO4 

achievement in the comment box.

• We’ll then discuss the exemplar as a group.

AO4 activity

Script 3



Comments from the examiner

This candidate begins with an immediate identification of the tension created by the writer and the 

immediate panic created by ‘ran out’ and ‘ran on’ and examines how this quickens the pace of the extract. 

The dramatic tone is identified and how the despair will ‘frighten the reader’. The focus on the reader is 

sustained throughout the answer from the first paragraph.

In the second paragraph the candidate identifies the nuances of the text, evaluating how successfully the 

writer uses terms of endearment evoking a feeling of ‘relief’ for the reader who ‘feels more strongly for 

Rosamond’s return’.

There is an examination of how the writer creates feelings of intrigue and this moves to an evaluation of how 

the writer ‘compellingly uses Hester’s insistence that Rosamond’s ‘telling stories!’ to allude to a more 

mysterious explanation’. The discriminating references at the bottom of the second page is one instance of 

the detached critical overview adopted by this candidate.

The candidate perceptively recognises that there are layers to the way in which the writer evokes feelings in 

the reader.  This candidate is spotting the subtler details which suggests a sensitive reading.



AO1 – Synthesis



AO1 – Synthesis assessment style



AO1 assessment

Script 4



AO3 – Comparison



Synthesis vs Comparison

7a asks students to 

synthesise material from 

the two texts:

1. the question will 

always ask for points of 

similarity between 

concrete ideas, such 

as people or places

7b asks students to 

compare material from 

the two texts:

1. the question is always 

about presentation of 

ideas and perspectives 

in the texts – which 

could be similarities 

and differences



AO3 – Assessment style



• In your pack, there is an example of a 7a and 

7b response.

• Read the exemplar and note down any 

instances of good examples of AO1 

achievement for 7a and AO3 for 7b.

• We’ll then discuss the exemplar as a group.

Activity for 7a and 7b

Script 5



Comments from the examiner



Assessment for writing



Assessment Objectives for Writing

AO Assessment Objective % in GCSE

AO5 Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, 

selecting and adapting tone, style and register for 

different purposes and audiences

Organise information and ideas, using structural 

and grammatical features to support coherence 

and cohesion of texts

30

AO6 Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and 

sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, 

with accurate spelling and punctuation

20



AO5/6 – Assessment style – Paper 1



AO5/6 – Assessment style – Paper 2



AO5/6 Mark scheme



AO5/6 – Transactional writing – extract

Script 6



• In your pack, there is a Level 5 exemplar for 

writing.

• Read the exemplar and note down any key 

instances of AO5 or AO6 into the comment 

box.

• We’ll discuss this as a group shortly.

Activity for imaginative writing

Script 7



Comment from the examiner

This is subtle and well-structured response that repays a second reading. It opens in Media Res with an 

exciting but deliberately misleading depiction of the narrator’s experience of being in the boat during a 

storm. The answer uses an extensive vocabulary which can be seen from the opening sentence 

(‘enveloped’; ‘grasped’; ‘jutting’) and a range of devices, such as simile (‘as thin as the boards holding our 

boat together’) all of which add detail and interest for the reader. The narrative delicately outlines the growth 

in the sibling relationship between the narrator and their younger sister, Lucy, describing the the child’s 

youthful exuberance and then juxtaposing this with the more reflective tone of the narrator writing later in 

life. Tone, style and register are all fully employed for impact and are sustained throughout.

Complex ideas are manipulated with the depiction of the childhood relationship and the linking of the sea 

vocabulary and imagery not only to the youthful game (‘treasure-hungry swashbucklers’) but also to the 

child, Lucy (‘frothing with excitement’) and later to the narrator (‘a boat lost at sea’). This creates a subtle 

weaving of adventure with psychology and character development. It leads to a genuine moment of pathos 

in the final paragraph which has a strong impact upon the reader.

The vocabulary is extensive, accurate and strategically used. Punctuation and sentence structures are 

strong and any errors do not detract from the overall effect.  

This achieves full marks in Level 5 for both AOs.



Support



Webpages here

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.html


Pearson Paid-for Published Resources

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-and-media/edexcel-gcse-english-language-2015?productType=a15b9e29-9550-4a80-9fb8-217fdddc5afd&series=bf3ce3e0-e244-4274-8643-76fac944b071#products


Mocks Service

1. Mocks Marking Service

       Two exam options:

o paper-based Pearson-marked for GCSE, AS & A level English

o onscreen Pearson-marked for GCSE English Language 

(2.0 included) and Literature

2. Mocks Moderation Service

       By sending in a sample of your exam papers, our moderators 

       can provide commentaries and reports to help you develop your

       marking skills. 

Download our 

Mocks Service 

PDF 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Support/services/mocks-services/MockServices_Guide.pdf


Tracking Progress

• Pearson Edexcel’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your 

students’exam and mock performance.

• See your students’scores for every exam question.

• Understand how your students’performance compares with Pearson Edexcel national 

averages.

• It can help you to identify topics and skills where students could benefit from further learning.

• Mock Analysis provides analysis of past exam papers which can be set as mock exams. 

Find out more

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html


Subject Advisor Support

Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and 

are here to support you throughout the year.

Find the Subject Advisor for your area here and sign 

up to receive regular updates from your Subject 

Advisor on qualification news and support for your 

subject here.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/subject-advisors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html


Find out more
 

For more professional development 

courses please see Pearson’s 

Professional Development Academy

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


Your Feedback 
Matters

Following this event, you will receive an 

invitation to share your thoughts about 

the session. Your feedback is invaluable 

to us, as it helps us tailor our 

professional development materials to 

better meet your needs. Please don’t 

hesitate to let us know what you’d like to 

see more of and what areas you think 

could be improved.
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